Walls of Jericho
Handout

Session Theme: God and Conflict

Activity:

Scripture Story: Joshua 6:1-25 (from The Message)

Video Clip: Diary of a
Wimpy Kid

Bible Verse Race

1 Jericho was shut up tight as a drum because of the People of Israel: no one going in, no one
coming out. 2 God spoke to Joshua, "Look sharp now. I've already given Jericho to you, along with its
king and its crack troops. 3 Here's what you are to do: March around the city, all your soldiers. Circle the
city once. Repeat this for six days. 4 Have seven priests carry seven ram's horn trumpets in front of the
Chest. On the seventh day march around the city seven times, the priests blowing away on the trumpets.
5 And then, a long blast on the ram's horn - when you hear that, all the people are to shout at the top of
their lungs. The city wall will collapse at once. All the people are to enter, every man straight on in."
6 So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and told them, "Take up the Chest of the Covenant.
Seven priests are to carry seven ram's horn trumpets leading God's Chest." 7 Then he told the people,
"Set out! March around the city. Have the armed guard march before the Chest of God." 8 And it
happened. Joshua spoke, the people moved: Seven priests with their seven ram's horn trumpets set out
before God. They blew the trumpets, leading God's Chest of the Covenant. 9 The armed guard marched
ahead of the trumpet-blowing priests; the rear guard was marching after the Chest, marching and
blowing their trumpets. 10 Joshua had given orders to the people, "Don't shout. In fact, don't even speak
- not so much as a whisper until you hear me say, 'Shout!' - then shout away!" 11 He sent the Chest of
God on its way around the city. It circled once, came back to camp, and stayed for the night.
12 Joshua was up early the next morning and the priests took up the Chest of God. 13 The seven
priests carrying the seven ram's horn trumpets marched before the Chest of God, marching and blowing
the trumpets, with the armed guard marching before and the rear guard marching after. Marching and
blowing of trumpets! 14 On the second day they again circled the city once and returned to camp. They
did this six days.
15 When the seventh day came, they got up early and marched around the city this same way but
seven times - yes, this day they circled the city seven times. 16 On the seventh time around the priests
blew the trumpets and Joshua signaled the people, "Shout! - God has given you the city! 17 The city and
everything in it is under a holy curse and offered up to God. "Except for Rahab the harlot - she is to live,
she and everyone in her house with her, because she hid the agents we sent. 18 "As for you, watch
yourselves in the city under holy curse. Be careful that you don't covet anything in it and take something
that's cursed, endangering the camp of Israel with the curse and making trouble for everyone. 19 All
silver and gold, all vessels of bronze and iron are holy to God. Put them in God's treasury."
20 The priests blew the trumpets. When the people heard the blast of the trumpets, they gave a
thunderclap shout. The wall fell at once. The people rushed straight into the city and took it. 21 They put
everything in the city under the holy curse, killing man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep and
donkey. 22 Joshua ordered the two men who had spied out the land, "Enter the house of the harlot and
rescue the woman and everyone connected with her, just as you promised her." 23 So the young spies
went in and brought out Rahab, her father, mother, and brothers - everyone connected with her. They
This material is the copyrighted material of R4 Ministries. Please use, improve upon and share this material

got the whole family out and gave them a place outside the camp of Israel. 24 But they burned down the
city and everything in it, except for the gold and silver and the bronze and iron vessels - all that they put
in the treasury of God's house. 25 But Joshua let Rahab the harlot live - Rahab and her father's household
and everyone connected to her. She is still alive and well in Israel because she hid the agents whom
Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

NOTES
o If we think about the patterns in the story, then we can also think about how God is with
us.
o What do the Israelites do when faced with this Jericho conflict?
 God's instructions to the Israelites consist of what types of behaviors?
 What is the result of the Israelites obedience?
o Remember that God doesn’t fix problems or conflicts for us. But if we continue to seek
God, then God will help us see or provide direction on how we can respond to our
conflict.
o How God calls us to respond might be a little unorthodox. But if we are obedient to how
God directs us, then a more successful resolution to the conflict will result.
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