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ASK / Demonstration   (a.k.a The On-Ramp)

� Good morning!

� I have a tough question for you, but I know you’ll give it your best try: Can you tell me what a com-
munity is?

� That’s right! It’s a group of people who live or gather together for shared reasons.

� A community is helpful in a number of ways:

� It can teach you things that you don’t yet know.

� It can remind you of things you know but have forgotten.

� It helps you to keep doing the things that the community cares about and why you joined it in the
first place.

� And, did you know that you can belong to more than one community?

� Your family is a community.

� Your friends at school are a form of a community.

� And here at [name of your church], we are a community – a faith community.

TELL   (a.k.a The Freeway)

� In today's scripture, we hear that Jesus had a faith community, too, even when he was really young,
even younger than you!

� Two of the people in that faith community were Simeon and Anna.
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� We hear Simeon talking to Mary and Joseph and what he tells them are reminders about who Jesus
will be and what he will do in and for their faith community.

� And did you hear what Mary and Joseph's response was?

� That's right, they were amazed -- which tells us they were listening very carefully. And that these
were really important words for Mary and Joseph to hear.

SHARE the Good News (a.k.a. The Destination)

� And guess what? We too are part of a faith community where we can teach and remind each other
about God, where we can share important words with each other that encourage us to keep paying
attention to God.

� And that's the good news for today: Just like Jesus grew up in a community that supported and en-
couraged him to grow up and be a person who paid attention to God and then taught others to pay
attention to God, so too do you and I have a community that reminds us and teaches us about pay-
ing attention to God, here at [name of your church]

� So thank you for belonging to this faith community.

� I am thankful for the ways in which you learn, teach and remind the community about God.

� And I am very thankful for the ways in which you will continue to learn, teach and remind this faith
community about paying attention to God.

� Let’s pray. This is a repeat-after-me prayer.

CLOSING Prayer

Dear God,
Dear God,

Thank you for this faith community…
Thank you for this faith community…

…that reminds us…
…that reminds us…

…to keep paying attention to you…
…to keep paying attention to you…

…so that we can live…
…so that we can live…

…like Jesus did.
…like Jesus did.

Thank you and amen.
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